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SESSION SUMMARY  

The global dialogue on financing climate adaptation is maturing. To 

meet the SDGs as well as the water security goals emanating from 

climate change adaptation strategies, there are still many 

challenges ahead to increase the capacity to absorb the required 

investments. This is primarily a result of the low capacity in the water 

sector to design realistic and 'bankable' proposals, and to 

unfamiliarity of financiers with the water sector. The question arises 

how to bridge this investment gap? What are the needs of whom 

and who should take the lead in this? We seek contributions that 

elaborate on these questions in particular in the field of flood risk 

management. 
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Sebastiaan van Herk 
Dr. Sebastiaan van Herk is partner and 

director at Bax & Company and has over 15 

years of experience in creating Value from 

Science & Technology and international 

collaborations. He has developed the Global 

Centre or Excellence on Climate Adaptation 

as external coordinator & strategic advisor 

since its inception. He combines his 

knowledge of climate adaptation with the 

skills to convene and strategise across 

organisations and disciplines applying novel 

concepts. He holds a PhD degree from 

UNESCO-IHE & TU Delft in Climate Adaptation 

& Flood Risk Management and an MSc 

degree (cum laude) in Technology, Policy & 

Management from TU Delft (2003). He is a 

founding member of the Flood Resilience 

Group at UNESCO-IHE. He has delivered 

multiple research projects and over 30 

scientific and professional publications. He 

has been appointed Advocate for UNISDR 

(United Nations International Strategy for 

Disaster Reduction). He contributes to 

educational and capacity building 

programmes. He is an experienced speaker 

and facilitator of workshops at international 

conferences. 

RAPPORTEUR 

William Veerbeek 


